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Many breeders have
tried to

maintain  historic 
characteristics, and 
not crossbreed with 

others to get a polled 
modern beef animal



The current Milking Devon 
has many of the same 

characteristics of animals 
from nearly 120 years ago





Saved from
TERRY DEWAYNE LEE

Beef Devon Cattle – Have a different shape and standard

https://www.pinterest.com/TERRYDEWAYNEL/
https://www.pinterest.com/TERRYDEWAYNEL/




This is the ideal used on the Milking Devon Scorecard
In part think everything we like in a dairy animal except they 

are a bit more compact 
and should carry more flesh especially in rump and thighs



This is a cow that best represents the ideal



This is a cow from the 2019 Judging workshop that also represents 
an example of the ideal type, but was dry at the time of the photo



This cow won the Regional Show in Virginia in 2018, 
but you have to judge what you have. 

More desirable animals might be seen on farms or in 
other shows 







HEAD moderately long, with a broad indented Forehead, tapering considerably towards the 
Nostrils; the Nose of creamy-white, the Nostrils high and open, the Jaws clean, the Eye bright, 

lively and prominent; Throat clean, Ears thin, the Expression being gentle and intelligent; 
Horns matching, long, spreading, and gradually turned up, of waxy color, tipped with a darker 

shade. 
10 points, that’s a lot compared to other breed standards



NECK of medium length, growing from the Head to the shoulders, and 
spreading out to meet them. 4 points

This cow is not as clean in the 
head and neck

This cow is longer and cleaner (less 
dewlap) in the head and neck



WITHERS fine, Shoulders flat, sloping and well covered.  6 points

Cow on left is loose in the shoulders & not smooth between the neck, withers and topline





RIBS well sprung from the Backbone, nicely arched, deep and fully developed. 
8 points



4 highly 
productive 

cows, bottom 
left, less than 

ideal teats, the 
bottom right 
more ideal in 
topline. None 

are perfect even 
the drawing the 

udder is too 
low. 



BACK straight and level from the Withers, to the setting on of the Tail, Loins 
broad and full, Hips of medium width and on a level with the Back. 12 points



RUMP moderately long and level. 8 points



HIND-QUARTERS deep, thick and square 10 points



2 Examples of ideal 
hindquarters



UDDER not fleshy, coming well forward in line with the Belly, and 
well up behind; Teats large, and squarely placed. 20 points



UDDER not fleshy, coming well forward in line with the Belly, and 
well up behind; Teats large, and squarely placed. 20 points



Cow above is a young cow with an udder ideally held up 
high and is level on the udder floor, tucking in tight under 
the belly. The cow to the right has weaker attachments 
and less ideal teats, not being square under the udder







TAIL thick at the root and tapering, with a brush of strong hair, reaching 
to the Hocks, and hanging at right angles with the back. 5 points



THE UNDER LINE as nearly as possible parallel with the top 6 points



LEGS straightly and squarely placed when viewed from behind, not to 
cross or sweep when walking. 5 points



To view the legs from the side and hoof angle, step away from the animals ? 



SKIN moderately thick and mellow, covered with an abundant coat of rich 
mossy hair of a red color; white about the Udder is admissible, but it should 
not extend beyond the Navel forward, on the outside of the Flanks or any other 
part of the Limbs or Body.  6 points





Don’t get too close 
when judging







Text from the Field Guide to Cows, by John Pukite, published in 1996, 
photos from Drew Conroy



Alderbrook Cindy 1995 – 4 years old

Cattle change with age
The udder drops and 

the body becomes 
deeper

Alderbrook Cindy 1999 – 8 years old



Alderbrook Cindy – 2006 – 15 years old 

Alderbrook Cindy – 2003 – 12 years old 



Two heifers 100 years 
apart, both showing great 

conformation…look for 
animals like these



Nice 
conformation in 
Year old Devon 

heifers



Nice conformation in 
3-5 month old heifers


